
 

adults, youth, and Christian 

educators across the country 

via various forms of media to 

plan, discuss, and listen.   

 In reality, our planning 

started at the end of the Gen-

eral Conference.  We were given 

marching orders from the Col-

lege of Bishops.  These orders 

 How does one determine a 

theme for the Connectional 

Youth and Young Adult Confer-

ence 2012 (CYYAC12)?  Well, it 

all starts with listening.  In this 

case, it is listening to our spiri-

tual leaders, the College of 

Bishops.  Specifically, we listen 

to the Quadrennial Theme as it 

was delivered through the 2010 

Episcopal address by Bishop 

Thomas L. Brown, Sr., òAn Es-

sential Church: Poised For 21st 

Century Ministry.ó 

 The theme of the CYYAC12 

takes the Quadrennial Theme 

and becomes active in creating, 

manufacturing, producing, con-

structing, assembling, and 

building an Essential Church.  In 

order to do this, a great deal of 

planning, energy, resources, 

and time is required and so we 

announce the theme:    

òMaking it Essential.ó   

 We are meeting with young 

Points of Interest: 

V Mission to the Eleventh 

Episcopal District 

V Reflections from the    

One Church One School 

Partnership Conference 
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in the Lesson Development 

Guide as published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee.   

Send an email to sunday-

school@thecmechurchced.org 

to receive these notes elec-

tronically each week.  

CED provides notes from the 

Committee on Uniform Series 

that prepares associated Sun-

day School lesson outlines long 

in advance of their usage.  In-

cluded in this Guide 

are thoughts that are reflected 
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 The word Advent means 

"coming" or "arrival." The focus 

of the entire season is the cele-

bration of the birth of Jesus the 

Christ in his First Advent, and 

the anticipation of the return of 

Christ the King in His Second 

Advent. Thus, Advent is far more 

than simply marking a 2,000 

year old event in history. It is 

celebrating a truth about God, 

the revelation of God in Christ 

whereby all of creation might be 

reconciled to God. That is a 

process in which we now par-

ticipate, and the consummation 

of which we anticipate. Scrip-

ture reading for Advent will 

reflect this emphasis on the 

Second Advent, including 

themes of accountability for 

faithfulness at His coming, judg-

ment on sin, and the hope of 

eternal life. 

 Historically, the primary 

sanctuary color of Advent is 

Purple. This is the color of peni-

tence and fasting as well as the 

color of royalty to welcome the 

Advent of the King.  Purple is 

still used in some traditions (for 

example Roman Catholic).  The 

purple of Advent is also the 

color of suffering used during 

Lent and Holy 

Week.  This points to 

an important connec-

tion between Jesusõ 

birth and death. The nativity, the 

Incarnation, cannot be sepa-

rated from the crucifixion. The 

purpose of Jesusõ coming into 

the world, of the "Word made 

flesh" and dwelling among us, is 

to reveal God and His grace to 

the world through Jesusõ life 

and teaching, but also through 

his suffering, death, and resur-

rection. To reflect this empha-

sis, originally Advent was a time 

of penitence and fasting, much 

as the Season of Lent and so 

shared the color of Lent. 

 In the four weeks of Ad-

vent, the third Sunday came to 

be a time of rejoicing that the 

fasting was almost over (in 

some traditions it is called Gau-

dete Sunday, from the Latin 

word for "rejoice"). The shift 

from the purple of the Season 

to pink or rose for the third 

Sunday Advent candles re-

flected this lessening emphasis 

on penitence as attention 

turned more to celebration of 

the season. 

 Advent is marked by a 

spirit of expectation, of antici-

pation, of preparation, of long-

ing. There is a yearning for de-

liverance from the evils of the 

world, first expressed by Israel-

ite slaves in Egypt as they cried 

out from their bitter oppres-

sion. It is the cry of those who 

have experienced the tyranny of 

injustice in a world under the 

curse of sin, and yet who have 

hope of deliverance by a God 

who has heard the cries of op-

pressed slaves and brought 

deliverance! 

 In congregational worship, 

the Advent wreath is the central 

teaching symbol of the season, 

the focal point for drawing the 

congregation into the beginning 

of the story of redemption that 

will unfold throughout the 

church year. For this reason, 

members of the congregation 

are often involved in lighting the 

www.thecmechurchced.org/DailyWord.aspx  

http://thecmechurchced.org/DailyWord.aspx


have propelled us to give our 

2011 Youth and Young Adult 

Week the same theme as our 

CYYAC12 Theme.  CYYAW 2011 is 

a jumpstart to our meeting in 

Orlando July 2-6, 2012.  

 Next, we consider energy 

and time.  It is mental, emo-

tional, and physical energy 

needed for the task. We are 

busy working on our 2011 Youth 

and Young Adult Week resource.  

This year, we are working with 

the leaders of our connectional 

children, youth and young adult 

ministries to expand our offer-

ings and are using a myriad of 

volunteers to assist us. 

 We will be òMaking It 

Essentialó by producing a 

resource that will be download-

able for a fee of $15.00.  The 

resource will be available by 

December 1, 2010.   

 The CYYAC12 registration 

fee is proposed to be $150 (a 

more inclusive amount rather 

than having per event charges).  

We have not yet finalized this 

registration fee, but the in-

crease is necessary for a qual-

ity conference.   

 Let me close by saying a 

little about what is involved in 

òMaking It Essential.ó  We 

have been listening.  You will 

see it in our Youth and Young 

Adult Week 2011 resource.  You 

will see it at CYYAC12.  It takes 

reaching, teaching, training and 

sending.  Watch for it!!! It is 

coming.  Please follow our pro-

gress on 

www.thecmechurchced.org. Á 

Advent candles and reading the 

appropriate Scriptures each 

Sunday.  While in some 

churches it is customary for 

this to be done by families, it 

can also be an especially good 

opportunity to demonstrate the 

unity of the entire community of 

Faith by including those without 

families, such as those never 

married, divorced, widowed, 

elderly who live by themselves, 

or college students away from 

home. 

 I close by encouraging 

you to purchase the Advent 

devotional prepared in 

concert by the Connec-

tional Departments of 

Christian Education of the 

African Methodist Episco-

pal, African Methodist Epis-

copal Zion and Christian 

Methodist Episcopal 

Churches.  You can order 

the devotional online NOW 

for a unit cost of $2 or a 

quantity of 50 for a dis-

counted price of $1.80 

each.   

Shipping will occur in    

November. Á 

Preface to Advent (Contõd) 
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CYYAC2012 featured on 

Youth Sunday School 

Book Cover.  Special 

thanks to our partner the 

recently elected 

General Secretary  

Dr. Roderick D. Lewis 

and the Department of 

Publications. 
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 There is something over-

whelming about experiencing a 

wedding ceremony.  One writer 

has said the ceremony is a 

òtime when two very fragile and 

oftentimes wounded people, 

ever so limited and vulnerable 

even and especially in their 

strength and radiance at that 

moment, promise to lay down 

their lives for one another until 

death separates them.ó  This 

radical self-giving and this 

promise of faithfulness is pro-

claimed with boldness, both in 

word and deed.  This proclama-

tion makes marriage the most 

conspicuous assurance of Godõs 

abiding presence.  This time of 

making such a commitment is 

altogether beautiful and mysti-

fying. 

 In far too many instances 

the commitment which was so 

boldly and heartily made at the 

wedding altar is shattered by 

unforeseen circumstances.  

Sometimes the commitments 

are made anew, as if for the 

first time.  And in some situa-

tions, the commitment is aban-

doned forever.  And then there 

are those whose commitment to 

a spouse seemed to give their 

life its sole meaning and direc-

tion.  For them, life was incon-

ceivable without the other.   

 For the many Christians, 

the commitment to Christõs call 

and to the ministry and mission 

of the church is that which 

gives life its meaning and direc-

tion.  There are those who de-

sire to remain òsteadfast, im-

movable, always excelling in the 

work of the Lord.ó 

 òOur commitments are our 

ways of making good on life.  

They are ways of expressing, of 

naming what and whom we live 

for.  In and through our com-

mitments we make a way 

through life.  We give shape to 

our living.  Our commitments 

express our sense of the high-

est values we hold near and 

dear to us.  And we do this in 

different forms of life, whether 

as single persons, spouses, 

parents, or as religious per-

sonsñordained ministers and 

consecrated bishops.ó  Our 

commitments are like the shad-

ows which bond themselves to 

us when the unrelenting light of 

the sun beams down upon us at 

the shadow-making angle.  Their 

constantly impinging presence 

reminds us of earlier promises 

and vows we have made. 

 At this point in history, 

making good on life is no small 

thing.  Oftentimes, we feel that 

we are left without a compass 

while on a journey.  We are of-

ten unsure of the reliability of 

the guides in whom our fore-

bearers placed their confi-

dence.  Trusted sources of 

leadership and guidance in 

church and society have all too 

often proven unreliable.  The 

trust of some has been bla-

tantly betrayed.  Cherished 

persons and communities have 

been tained with scandals here-

tofore unimaginable. 

 Much of what made the 

world secure and reliable has 

been torn asunder.  Thus, com-

mitment is indeed more compli-

cated than in earlier genera-

tions.  It is not the result of 

some moral weakness on the 

part of people in todayõs world, 

but because those very things 

to which people once committed 

themselves have, apparently, 

come apart at the seams. Á 

21st Century Discipleship:  Commitment 

Page 4 The Christian Methodist Episcopal ChurchñDepartment of Christian Education 

Formation 

+ Nurture 

+ Leadership 

= Mission 

21st Century 
Discipleship 

www.thecmechurchced.org 

http://thecmechurchced.org/eStore.aspx
http://www.thecmechurchced.org/


Page 5 The Christian Methodist Episcopal ChurchñDepartment of Christian Education 

Formation 

+ Nurture 

+ Leadership 

= Mission 

 From time to time, I lift up 

the National Council of 

Churches of Christ in the USA.  I 

do this primarily because I want 

to heighten the awareness 

about the ecumenical work of 

the Christian Methodist Episco-

pal Church.  Bishop Ronald M. 

Cunningham serves as the 

C.M.E. Churchõs ecumenical 

representative.  He is an excel-

lent ecumenical leader who now 

has more time in his retirement 

to spend to this vital ministry. 

 Over the past eight years, 

a General Assembly has been 

held in various cities.  It is a 

time for the member denomina-

tions to come together on com-

mon ground in an attempt to 

exhibit unity as Godõs people 

moving together for the good of 

the Kingdom of God. During this 

eight-year period, Bishop Cun-

ningham has asked me to serve 

on the General Assembly and 

the Governing Board which acts 

in the absence of the General 

Assembly. 

 November 9-11, 2010, the 

General Assembly will gather in 

New Orleans for its normal 

annual meeting; however, this 

General Assembly will be 

unique.  It will celebrate in a 

special way 100 years of Ecu-

menical engagement.   It will be 

a gathering of communions 

from a wide spectrum of Chris-

tian expressions.   

 The theme for this Centen-

nial gathering is Witnesses of 

These Things: Ecumenical 

Engagement in a New Era.  

The theme is taken from Luke 

24:48 which is the scriptural 

theme text for the 2010 Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unityñan 

additional reminder that there 

is one, multi-faceted ecumeni-

cal movement.  In one sense, 

this event will be a 

òcelebrationó of modern ecu-

menism, but also a time for 

assessing the Churchõs failure 

to receive Godõs gift of unity, 

for anticipating new directions 

for ecumenism in the 21st Cen-

tury, and for recommitting our-

selves and our churches to the 

ecumenical calling. 

 At the gathering, Bishop 

Cunningham will give the De-

partment of Christian Education 

an opportunity to display works 

of the C.M.E. Church.  We will 

have a table exhibiting some of 

the good news about the CME 

Church. Á 

National Council of Churches of Christ ñ Dr. Carmichael Crutchfield 

http://www.ncccusa.org/witnesses2010
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 The Connectional 

Youth Vice Presents 

are elected during each 

Connectional Youth 

Conference and serve 

for the next four years 

that follows.  During the 

2008 Connectional 

Youth Conference in 

Orlando, a cadre of 

youth leaders joined 

the Department of 

Christian Education 

serving their represen-

tative Episcopal Districts.  

Those elected were: 

1st ~ A'Keylan Ware 

3rd ~ Dion Broughton 

4th ~ Joshana Thompson 

5th ~ Donald Farmer 

6th ~ Montavious Brunson 

7th ~ Xavier Harrison 

8th ~ Breigha Walker 

10th ~ Claudina Harrison  

 Recently, we hosted a Web-

Conference with these leaders 

who shared valuable opinions 

relative to the 2008 Conference 

and ideas for the 2012 Confer-

ence.  It is our hope to facilitate 

dialogue with the Vice Prez us-

ing existing social media net-

works such as Facebook, but 

also to host periodic òSpeak 

with Your VPó teleconfer-

ences. Stay tuned for more. Á 

Introducing the Youth Vice Presidents 

C.M.E. Connectional Youth Vice-Presidents 
pictured with Dr. Marian Wright-Edelman 
during CYYAC08 in Orlando, Florida. 
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 At the 2006 General Con-

ference, I proposed, through a 

resolution, that we have a certi-

fication program for Christian 

Educators.  The resolution 

passed, but has not been on 

anyoneõs radar screen except 

for ours in the Department of 

Christian Education.  It was one 

of those pieces of legislation 

that does not make it into the 

Book of Discipline.   

 After the 2006 General 

Conference, I sought out advice 

on how to make this certifica-

tion program happen.  It was at 

that time that I began a Ph.D. 

program at Garrett Evangelical 

Theological Seminary, and upon 

graduation in May 2010, I really 

wrestled with how this newly-

earned degree would enhance 

the Christian Methodist Episco-

pal Church.   

 During a casual conversa-

tion with our Information Tech-

nology Consultant, Charles 

Coney, I discovered my answer:  

the Department of Christian 

Education is going to create a 

certification program by offer-

ing an online course.   

 In January 2011, we will 

offer our first online course in 

Christian Education.  It will be a 

six-week course consisting of 

two-hour sessions that will 

include reading assignments.  It 

is anticipated that certification 

will consist of at least six 

courses along with the comple-

tion of a project.    

 The first course is based 

on a course I taught at Memphis 

Theological Seminary which I 

will adjust to fit within a six-

week period.  As a practical 

theologian, I seek in the course 

to help Christian educators 

hone in on skills that facilitate a 

more in-depth understanding of 

Christian Education from an 

African American perspective.  

 The cost of this first class 

is $50.  Students will be ex-

pected to purchase the re-

quired textbooks and to com-

plete important reading assign-

ments and projects.   

 I will be seeking other ex-

perts to help in the formation of 

other courses as we seek to 

develop a complete certification 

program.   From the responses 

I received at the recent C.M.E. 

Convocation in Louisville, I feel 

certain that we are ready to go 

forward.  I am excited because 

others are excited.   

 Stay tuned for further in-

formation and instructions.  

 

eLearning is the use of technol-

ogy to enable people to learn 

anytime and anywhere.  eLearn-

ing includes training, the deliv-

ery of just-in-time information, 

and guidance from experts.   

We envision our learning pro-

gram leveraging the power of 

technology to overcome the 

limitations of time, distance, 

and resources. Á 
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 It was a beautiful pictur-

esque October day as members 

from across the Connectional 

Church boarded the bus at the 

Hilton Garden Hotel in Jackson, 

Mississippi on Thursday, Octo-

ber 21, 2010.  The destination 

was Jackson State University 

where volunteers from the 

Fourth Episcopal District along 

with other One Church One 

School participants to welcome 

more than 600 students along 

with faculty and chaperones 

from elementary, middle and 

high schools from the sur-

rounding area for the Student 

Empowerment Seminar.   

 After the posting of the flag 

by the color guard, the assem-

bly joined together in singing 

the Star Bangled Banner and 

Lift Every Voice and Sing.  Fol-

lowing an opening prayer by 

Reverend Kwesi Kamau and a 

selection from Chastain Middle 

School, we were greeted by a 

representative from the Univer-

sity and welcomed by Bishop 

Thomas L. Brown, Presiding 

Prelate of the 4th Episcopal 

District.  Bishop Henry M. Wil-

liamson, Founder of One Church 

One School presented the 

speaker for the hour, Professor 

Lance Williams, Ph.D., assistant 

director of Northeastern Illinois 

Universityõs Jacob H. Car-

ruthers Center for Inner City 

Studies and assistant professor 

of inner city studies education.  

 The Seminar facilitator, 

Professor Lance Williams once 

again held the students, faculty 

members, parents and OCOS 

participants captive as he ar-

ticulated and demonstrated 

what he described as òthe bat-

tle being waged for the minds 

and spirits of our young peo-

ple.ò  He went on to explain 

where this warfare was coming 

from and that it was a different 

kind of battle ð the like of one 

never seen before.  

 Professor Williams used 

several students from the audi-

ence to illustrate how over the 

last 100 years 10% of the popu-

lation has gobbled up over 80% 

of the wealth which has re-

sulted in the passing on of int-

ergenerational poverty.   He 

went on to talk about the origins 

of hip-hop in the South Bronx 

which was born out of a condi-

tion of a lapse in the economy in 

the early 60õs.  Fed up with 

their conditions, young people 

created an expression of music 

that allowed them to cope.  

Music became the political 

means for survival as youth 

began to organize against the 

wealthy 10%.  He then pro-

ceeded to pull back the covers 

on the media and Rap Music 

Industry which is controlled by 

primarily three major corpora-

tions.   

 The Music industry con-

trolled by these corporations 

has managed to turn hip-hop 

music which began as a form of 

resistance to oppression and 

marginalization into a multi-

million dollar industry produc-

ing negative entertainment such 

as Gangsta Rap which is de-

stroying the minds, bodies and 

spirits of our young people.   Dr. 

Lance went on to explain that 

rap music is the òNumber One 

cultural identifier of hip hop for 

young people.ó  But he also in-

formed the audience that all rap 

music is not bad.  He shared 

with the students several of the 

rap artists and their lyrics 

which represented negative and 

demeaning images of African 

American lifestyles.  He then 

contrasted those artists with 

artists who have turned the 

same style of music into affirm-

ing and positive images for 

young people.   

One Church One School Reflections ñ Dr. Willa Ross 
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