
 

CUS 2010 Young Adult Retreat 

the bridge was clearly seen.   

This three-day conference, from 

May 27-30, 2010, brought 

250+ registered partici-

pants from across the 

nine domestic Episcopal 

districts to convene at The 

Westin Canal Place Hotel 

in the French Quarter with 

a breathtaking view of the 

Mississippi River Bend.   

Bible Studies were facili-

tated by Rev. DaõHenri 

Thurmond, Dr. Carmichael 

Crutchfield, and Dr. Willa 

Ross that challenged partici-

pants to be formed into servant

 CYAM as it is now known 

was started in 1980 and since 

that time Young Adult Confer-

ences have been held in conjuc-

tion with Youth Conferences 

every four years.  Beginning in 

2002, Young Adult Retreats 

have been held in various cities; 

however, for many young adults 

the bridge from youth to young 

adult has not occurred.   For 

those in attendance at the FO-
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in the Lesson Development 

Guide as published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee.   

Send an email to sunday-

school@thecmechurchced.org 

to receive these notes elec-

tronically each week.  

CED provides notes from the 

Committee on Uniform Series 

that prepares associated Sun-

day School lesson outlines long 

in advance of their usage.  In-

cluded in this Guide 

are thoughts that are reflected 
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 During the 2006 General 

Conference, I created quite a 

buzz with a recommendation to 

change the name of Christian 

Education in the Christian Meth-

odist Episcopal Church to 

òNurture and Formation.ó  The 

major impetus for this proposal 

came from conversations with 

the Chairman of the Depart-

ment, Bishop Othal Lakey who 

suggested the word nurture and 

my Doctor of Ministry work that 

ended 2002 where I emphasized 

spiritual formation and disciple-

ship. 

 Although I believe my pro-

posal had strong validity, I rec-

ognized after the conference 

that changing the name of 

Christian education to nurture 

and formation was not the an-

swer.  I still believe we need a 

change from Christian educa-

tion and I will elaborate on that 

later, but for now I want to look 

at some approaches to Chris-

tian education and see how the 

Christian Methodist Episcopal 

Church might best position our-

selves. 

 I take us back to the Con-

nectional Youth and Young Adult 

Conference where we used the 

theme òDoing A New Thing.ó  I 

lift up two aspects of that 

theme for our consideration in 

June 2010.  First, the scripture 

in part reads, òI am about to do 

a new thing; now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive 

it?ó (Isaiah 43:19a).  Secondly, 

from our scripture and theme 

we developed a formula of  

Formation + Nurture + 

Leadership = Mission.   

 It is my 

argument that 

when we have 

regulated 

Christian education to transmit-

ting knowledge and practices of 

the Christian faithñwe fail in 

the formation of congregants.  

This schooling or instructional 

model of Christian education 

has served the church well in 

some ways as it has produced 

many loyal C.M.E.õs.  On the 

other hand, I canõt help but 

wonder why there is a large 

number of òuse to beó C.M.E.õs 

churched and unchurched. 

 I contend that the school-

ing model has dominated our 

Christian education, and as a 

result information has been 

imparted, but in many cases 

formation has not taken place.  

Additionally, our Christian edu-

cation in large part has been 

delivered through lecture, ex-

pecting people to be receivers 

of our words.  Many people are 

not auditory learners and are 

often in class physically, but not 

mentally.   

 I agree with John Wester-

hoff who wrote in his book Will 

Our Children Have Faith,  It ap-

pears that as Christian faith 

has diminished, the schooling-

instructional paradigm has en-

couraged us to busy ourselves 

with teaching about Christian 

religion.  As our personal com-

mitment to Christ has lapsed, 

many 

church 

persons 

have 

turned for 

solace to 

teaching 

children what the Bible says, 

what happened in the history of 

the church, what we believe, 

and what is right and 

wrong...but, there is a great 

difference between learning 

about the Bible and living as a 

disciple of Jesus Christ.  

 The point I am making is 

that our Christian education 

system has been too narrow, 

therefore, formation of disci-

ples has not been our priority.  

Even though we have a need for 

information, we also need for-

mation.  I argue that if we work 
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-leaders.  The participants were 

nurtured in workshops led by 

Bishop Thomas L. Brown, Dr. 

Louise Baker-Brown, Dr. 

Amanda Goodson, Rev. David 

Isom, Min. Jaquetta òJackieó 

King, Dr. Leo Pinkett, and Rev. 

Dr. Marvin Thomas.   

 Sessions ran concurrently 

and ranged from a variety of 

topics including òThe Identity 

Crisis: Why Canõt I Just be Me?ó,  

òSpecific Prayeró, òDomestic 

Violence,ó and òStrategies to 

Increase Male Participation in 

Churchó. One session, òI Know 

Why I Got Marriedó lead by 

Bishop Thomas L. Brown and Dr. 

Louise Baker-Brown was so 

powerful, it encouraged a young 

man to propose to his girlfriend 

on the balcony of the Westin. 

 On Thursday evening, Fri-

day evening, and Sunday morn-

ing, the Young Adults partici-

pated in worship, inviting the 

spirit to move within the con-

gregation 

through song 

and praise.  At 

these ser-

vices, the par-

ticipants re-

ceived Godõs 

word from 

three preach-

ers, Rev. Wil-

liam Smith, III, Rev. Lavisha 

Williams, and Rev. John Bass.  In 

the Friday service, President 

Brian Magwood was moved to 

share his testimony and ad-

justed the service to accommo-

date the anointing.  Participants 

were also invited to rededicate 

their lives to their specific call-

ings and their own ministries. 

 One of the highlights of the 

weekend was doing the commu-

nity outreach project in the 

area around Calvary Tabernacle 

C.M.E. Church in New 

Orleans. In small groups, 

the conference partici-

pants prayed around the 

community, worked on 

landscaping, painted 

houses, cleaned trash 

off the streets, and 

cleared empty lots. Col-

lectively, there was a sense of 

connection to the community 

and a better understanding of 

the impact of Hurricane Katrina 

and the economy on the area.  

Moreover, many felt that this 

was something they could use 

in their own communities and 

discussed, over bowls of craw-

fish, ways to get young adults 

invested in the ministry. 

 After Bible Study Saturday 

evening, participants were in-

vited to a White Party with a 

deejay and a dance floor.  It was 

an opportunity to fellowship and 

socialize with new friends, con-

nect with sorors and frats, and 

learn moves from around the 

nation. 

 Be on the look out for 

Young Adults bringing back the 

ministries experienced in New 

Orleans to their own local 

churches and becoming more 

active on the district and na-

tional levels. Á 
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 Words cannot express the 

gratitude for you displaying 

your confidence in me by elect-

ing me President of the Connec-

tional Young Adult Ministry. It is 

a monumental task and it can-

not be successfully under taken 

without your support. I would 

also like to commend you on 

electing such a dedicated, hard 

working, intelligent, resourceful 

and competent Executive Board. 

In addition, I would like to thank 

the College of Bishops for elect-

ing and or appointing the Epis-

copal District Representatives. 

They all have jumped in ready to 

work without any substantial 

budget, under there own ex-

pense to meet. I say to them 

thank you for your support and 

your willingness to allow me to 

lead you in this new administra-

tion. We now need to turn our 

attention to the task at hand to 

strengthen our great Zion. To do 

this we must prepare ourselves 

to assume leadership positions 

in the C.M.E. church. We also 

need to continue becoming 

more involved in the church so 

that ministries can be devel-

oped to be able to address the 

needs of Young Adults. 

 We began our journey last 

year in Louisville, K.Y. when I 

laid out a road map for what we 

are trying to accomplish over 

these four year 

of this admini-

stration. Letõs 

review where we 

are on this road-

map. 

 The first 

area of focus is 

Volunteer and 

Community 

Outreach.      

We recognized 

how we have 

gotten so busy 

trying to focus on 

the church building that we 

forget to address the needs of 

the community around us. We 

tend to concentrate on beauti-

fying the church edifice rather 

than improving the neighbor-

hood that the church is located. 

Several of our thriving 

churches have captured this 

concept and are actively work-

ing in their local communities, 

active in their neighborhood 

schools, providing after school 

programs, and  instituting ef-

fective summer programs. But 

so many of our churches have 

not grasped this ministry. Gone 

are the days of you going to 

church only on Sunday morning 

and opening your doors and 

thinking that people are just 

going to come. Many folks are 

leery of churches. Thinking that 

the church wants nothing but 

money. It is not a òwhat have 

you done for me lately.ó  We 

have to go to work in our com-

munities. Many thinking that it is 

too hard to start, too busy to be 

committed. Never really realiz-

ing just how simple it really can 

be. That is why we are taking a 

bold step on Saturday, May 29th 

for our Day of Service. We want 

to accomplish two goals.     

First goal, we want to provide 

a tangible example of how 

your local church can organ-

ize and actually provide a 

service to the community.   

On tomorrow, we are going to 

beautify the community in and 

around Calvary Tabernacle, also 

we intend to provide prayer 

walks in the community. Praying 

for the people in the community, 
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praying for the streets to be 

safe as well as anointing the 

homes.  Second goal, we want 

to leave a lasting impression 

on the city of New Orleans. 

We want to let them know that 

the C.M.E. Church was in there 

fair city and we tried to make a 

difference rather than just 

meet here. If we donõt talk about 

ourselves, no one else will. We 

expect media representation to 

be with us on tomorrow so that 

people will know who we 

are as C.M.E.õs and what 

we represent. 

 Our second area 

that we want to focus on 

is creating Mentor-

ship and our Tuto-

rial Programs in our 

local churches. We all 

know the statistics of 

our children and youth. 

Some come from broken 

abusive homes or they 

come from single parent 

homes that we all know 

have to work two jobs 

just to make ends meet. 

With all that hard work, 

we sometimes forget to nurture 

our children. The Young Adult 

ministries of local churches can 

create relevant programs that 

can address the needs of our 

children. I participated in the 

Great Gathering that took place 

in Columbia, S.C. This event was 

to bring the three historically 

black Methodist denominations 

together for the first time. The 

goal of that conference was to 

create a plan of action of how 

to save our black males. While 

partaking in the events and 

workshops during The Great 

Gathering, one presenter stood 

out from all of the rest. Dr. 

Cornell West, one of the most 

brilliant minds of our genera-

tion, spoke on how we need to 

start from the cradle trying to 

uplift our children. During his 

presentation, I began to review 

my earliest memories of my 

parents.   They would say, òBoy 

you are going to college and 

make something out of yourself. 

Donõt let anyone tell you what 

you can and cannot do. Take 

canõt out of your vocabulary.ó  

Dr. West was talking along 

those same lines and was telling 

us to constantly tell our babies 

that they are smart and that 

they will be great. Everyday, 

wakeup and tell your child that 

they are smart and that they 

will be great. Even if you know 

that they are dumb as 

a fence post, keep 

telling them that they 

are smart and that 

they will be great, and 

eventually they will 

believe it. I took that 

challenge to heart. I 

went back home and 

said to myself I will try 

it out with my boy. The 

next morning, I had to 

take him to school. He 

is three years old. I 

got him dressed, got 

him his breakfast and 

was about to go and 

then it hit me. I said, 

òboy, letõs pray.ó In a 

short time, I noticed that my 

verbal recognition works won-

ders. 
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