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Pointsof Interest: | An 9Essenti al Chur ¢ hi®r Carmimél Grachfield

V CED Perspectives &
Opinions from the C.M. E
General Conference

From the day Bishop Tdress it in part in another arg-talking about Church with
mas L. Brown, Sr. deliveretkthzut in this writing | wathtg@apital letter signifying
Episcopal Address at the B@Hdbmewhat more extensinany things, among them that
V Improving Your Persondeneral Conference. | the denomination is called
Bible Study have heard the wo to be essential.
the theme used. |
many cases, the w
Inside this issue: have been used si’

What is meant by es-
\‘., > sential? Key words from
page nine of the Episcopal
Message from General onfS @ hice phrase tf address ar e
o _ will be using over t rg dOpertinent 6
21st Century Discipleshid next four years. In try .
oconsequent.i
Six Marks of Discipleshif other cases, the words churches and the de-
nomination need to
Let us look at the thenfeeas influence upon the life

Contrasting Politcs 8 Well, what does this thiehe i s wr i t t estruggles of peeple.a@neé of thd
Over Committed or Comenitfé@gan to Christian Educatosstl to make it certain wenawgs to test essentiality is to

been expounded upon and in-
Memories from General €oRérpreted.

feel it is imperative that | dajkeng about one item andhrotk , o1 f my c h
VBS 2010 PRAISE PARTY;, 4 about this theme. | atany entities. In this case, we
Can 6t fAMeditatorydu Go Contdod on

C.M.E. History for childen SuUnday School Resource Available Online (www.thecmechurchc

13 CED provides notes from ithéne Lesson Developmen
_ _ Committee on Uniform Se@e&le as published by Abil
Improving Personal Biblé®Sygy -onares associated Suess Nashville, Tennesse

Bishop Brown, CED Ch&® day School lesson outlineSémuan emailiiday- SUNDAY
in advance of their Usage school@thecmechurchced

Baptizing Babi 21
aptizing Babies cluded in this Guide to receive these notes eIecSCHOOL

Sunday School Strategy?23 arethoughts that are refledteaically each week.

Parental Involvement
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What is the Message for CE fromi the &G@chael Crutchfield

When | was elected G&hemdbgian, | find it necesséliation nor other economic
Secretary in 2002, | felt thiat exercise who | am. Briédhtors, raises the question of
Christian Education was as a Practical Theologianjudges, especially when settin
integral part of the connedtemaly on the definition gsadaries to remain the same fo
chur chos mi rbyJehn Swinton antMHaefmir more ywears or a total of
reelected in 2006, | felt thilowat in their Boadtical eight years. It raises the ques
same way, although it wagheeology and Qualitative hée+ does this mean all employ
coming clearer to me thatseearch 0 Pr act eesafthe chirah will e fprce
needed to do much work grigcal, theological reflectionkeep the same salary for
der for us to move to a deapdine practices of the Chianahyears? If not, why are
sense of what Christian E servants of the Connectional
tion involved. Church deemed less importan
It is a matter of justice.

| left the 2010 Genera
ference with a message t

As a servant of the church,

Formation
want the office of Genera | understand being underfunde
retary, but we are not cer for | have lived with it my entire
+ Nurture we want to go deeper in l ministry. It just means many o
tian Education. As a mat our visions and hopes for the
+ Leadership fact, I heard a message thHRlSTIAN Church lie dormant because w
says Christian Education have failed to build our budget
 Mica t need staffing and additional ) on ministry needs. Let me gi\
= Mission no )
funding, and can even ha\?g H%ey interact with the p,é%(r:ne examples. | am better

funding decreased. tices of the world with a V'gyé’pl)gred in the next four years

ensuring faithful participattig bé'a personal resource for
the continuing mission of

. E]&scopal Districts, Regions al
triune God. Qocal churches. | have had a
As a Practical Theologiaiom of visiting all 30 plus
find it quite difficult to beliezgional Board of Christian
that a finance committee &tucations to discuss Christia
make an intelligent decisi@uucation in the 21st Century.
about any particularpartafa n 6t want hor
budget without first consufiergses paid by these levels.
%?n one requesting the buldges. heard the cry that the

As a recent graduate ftr

. Furthermore, it seems thaRagions, Districts and local
a very intense Ph.D. program in

Christian Education and C%Umd_get that represents a burches are not able to fund

pleting a dissertation whe'r%?lrease as a bottom line sligh travel.

defined myself as a Practfgz'alf to take into consideration

neither cost of living increases, Contéd on
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An OEssenti al Church@ontoRigi sed for 21

not there, would people oatpdéAddress. For instancdmmany ways, we are call-
t he chur ch rhe arsaofiEvafigélism, Bisihdprth ataoling of our
al%rown speaks of the needdoal churches. It is an effort

The second part of th i , . -
. . Vltfl| and faithful worship. therequires all Christian Edu-
theme raises the question 0

ministry in the 21st centur%ess(?dge 'S gllovetn \'/tiry :lfatp"ito p:Jht rtlimdshtp the q
The writer of the Episcopé ggadress, but withou pimhg S0 thatteaching an

) . ian"g the words only becomiearning can take place all over
dress gives four vital signs of

a rEssential Churdh empty phrfases. We havgttmshm;momlnatlon.
congregations move to vital

He names theREACH worship and that can Onlyir?%ll areas Christian Education

which is EvangeishGH  done through Christian Eq'é“r:{;f\"uired in order for the
which is Discipl@SstdpN  tion. d

which is Leadership Develop- theme to be actualized. We

ment aSENBhich is Missio%BIShOp Brown is right taust teach/|eaMANGELISM

It is very important to note

or Service. As Christian allenge the Departmenydé must teach/[RESEI-

uca- ) .
) ) Istian Education in theRArE&HI®e must teach/learn
tors, we are involved in al ? . .
of curriculum. 1Itis a large. @BADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
these areas. All areas re%uwe
i nd one that we cannot takie must teach/MESION
the element of teaching/ . .
. lightly. From the connection&tRVICE

learning. :

level, we have to provide the

So Christian educators get
We must spend a trenyeBources and from the local
. . ready as we embark upon the
dous amount of time undegvels the material must be

standing the meaning of thelized. : 0_ urney of O_A_‘ n
. . : Poised for 21st Century Minis-
four areas outlined in the Epis-

try . 6

What is the Message for CE from the GED o )

| have a vision of prod¥ongg Adult Conferencedaithful in the continuing mis-
pamphlets, booklets aqd othe&S | previously stated,SI [ o.n | of 0 mq king
small resources to furnish Io&al . c'%)mmlssmned by the triune God
understand underfunding, how-

churches. | want to provide all .~ Is the real cause for our need
ever, there are some things

Essenti al (

di sci pl es«

oftheseresourcesatnoc&séttr(])6t under Sthnb(f. OCO\R/hSaetr vlatda/eo I n (O

local churches. understand are the staten?grqga'

| want to have the best hear proclaiming that the ecé/hat message did you hear
website available to providemic times we live in malkerit the General Conference as
electronic resources to theecessary to have a no init pertains to Christian Educa-
local church. | want to doarease in budget. When itiofa@t | would appreciate hear-
gional Children, Youth anil is more likely our failureity ieom yAu.

not
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21st Century Discipleship & The EpiscopalrAdearessael Crutchfield

As | listened to and latére section on creating a marenly a goal but an objec-
read in depth the 2010 Eméiempiak nurturing fellowstiyeistrategy. It is telling how
Address, | could not help butical. | argue that the 2fls¢ curriculum is to be done.
wonder where did the Degaetitury Discipleship curritbhlaroould be problematic with
ment of ChriisticamtEdud aoutigabdicda(dmdtianh o u g

recent material on 21st Ddefinition is different), Nevertheless. | contend we

pleship fit into the addr . ‘ have what we need and with
the Ep!shcopaI_Address &: ’, some tweaking, we will be pre
ning Wl.t section on pa ﬁ* _pared in every way to go for-
entitled o ey - "W 18 MNd'sPJan o E:s
and continuing through - .o

In both the 21st Century Disci-
pleship curriculum and the Do-
The complete sectic ing A New Thing in Christian

Formation mirrors what the Depar 2 1St Ce ntu r?jucation, we have an opporti

has been teaching and ity to see a complete curricu-

ing over the last eight y D|SC| pleSh | pum for the C.M.E. Church tha

+ Nurture We must have a strong seeks to form and disciple

ing and discipling ministry in , Christians. ,
+ Leadership  our church. Itis what profefiey St emat i co an d osustain
he 21st Century Discipleshif light of budget cuts and

us to produce the 21st Century ) ] ) . o
. . . \R}Jrrlculum is designed wifigduction of personnel, it migh
Discipleship curriculum. We )
: Christian formation and digehoove us to take a hard lool
have promoted lifelong learning. )
leship at the core. at what we have available be-
Church School has been 8 focus f
have promoted and prin the Episcopal addr gsre we creale new resources.
aswe P _ ) SRaddition to the resources |
posed new methods. Outhieegaals are listed as a sﬁud

ture is limited i beohts® books Luk dA e mentioned, | personally
uretl)sd|m|ted n scotpe €0 tofo s Luke anA CE(Sescﬁf)?rthat the Disciple Bible
our u ge oes.no supptbre nex ou.ryears. se%?lg \ resources from Abingdo
creation of new literature.g o a | is for _ofh 8 DFrP art me
_ . o Press will go a lorg way in de-
Although in the General Sébrestian Education, in conslul-. . . .
. ) th the Colbeqei Bv_e oping discipleship poised fc
taryao s- r g p o rtation wi e Cokegeio Q?SI?CeﬁtLEryul\ﬂ
approved to investigate thgps and other able persons
possibility of the creation ateoss the connection to de- | applaud the College of
Black Methodist Sunday Sehapla curriculum designBiskgips for seeing the need fo
curriculum, for we do beliewery age category and otherC.M.E. churcE3GEe\-
we do need to strengthenghe e as o f mi MIABNPEISERREsECEN- 6
curriculum. first read and heard this g, Ministry. Additionally, | an

i ' i teful for their understanding
In the Episcopal Addrengg’lmmedlate response V48 ¢

good, but then | saw that @fighie need for systematic
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Six Marks of Disciplgshipviichael W. Foss

A di sci pl epractee andbgroe deeperbail\aPrayer
cepts and f ourlundesstandeg ancépaacti8e96 U 0
specifically Jesus Christ. Bbawur faith. Our skepticism can

. . . accident. God
many of us display spirituk turned to joy, our apatk&)(etgted you
skepticism? We participatgpmitual energy, and our inabil-

hip and listen to serniiyrt®, meet the spiritual hupr)]urgrose. Every
W.‘”S P o j&y, God gives to each
sing hymns and maybe ewethers can be changed,into

: . g , ° ““human being the very same
serve in the congregationspiutual daring and skill. .
: treasure no matter what his or
our hunger has persisted. Or

, Discipleship is simply hab€ircumstances might be:
we don't know if we were arows, lth four h :
_ ritually. We have IOI > of the soul that open usaenty four hours to spend in
mg spiri ; _§1e_wonder and mystery diving. God offers the opportu-
sight of the signs of growipg in . L .
Christ s active presence in aity for you and me to partici-
rists presence. lives. The marks keep us pate in choosing how we shall
We face a culture of apased; they fix our attentiepemd this gift of life. Daily Formation
thy, which is a consequertbe ¢iiings of God. Whentheseay er opens us to G
losing our way. The first reaarks are adopted and piiag-and to discovering our inner
sponse of souls in lethargtided by an individual, gropuipose. Daily prayer is a won-+ Nurture
always skepticism. We wdnaggrens. derful spiritual tool that be-

an I reallylexperleru.:e SQGiual Friendship comes a way of+ |eatership
thing more in my spiritual Tife? I .
. . ... Dalily Bible Reading
Does Jesus really have an arf=riendship is a spirituat
swer to that deep hunger irigéiffom God. Close friend- Reading the Bible daily
There | thSthi s are relationships witgpeaks to the eternal longings
erels a Wayt a Ip.a which we can within each human heart. More
caQ open our spinitua JO_ | ear n othan Bat, thé words come to
of life to an eternal desti : . L
, kind of loyalty. life within us a
There are signposts that ) . .
| h that will Without loyalty irreceive the
passf along ) € way tha V\f'rlendship there is no love\Wist of God
confirm our journey's destma}- . .
£ W CT es ofﬁlesus dlscqvei_r Hahtirwe com
If ° r[])f ? I a ahoyafty thgt@’noth?n%shfaml\{lhie (/vc%rd;s and the voice
° 'sctples ocbEkgiE écho withih us.

at not an

odods

= Mission

I . 0 he
mlracuﬁous. In Jesus,

pathway of splr.ltual growtpo. \s/\é?aside divinity in ord&etading the Bible on a daily or
meet them again and again as . .
embrace our human condiggnlar basis connects us to

they lead us through the S\'JOIE:alé us was | dhe gréatedt sioryGfdllitine | ov e

:19 lane ofdmeet|r_1g quréqélru_tfj_él allthewaytothecr@ss.d 6 s seeking humanki nd
_ ur.ltgf’r ar.1 tgr(l)awmg '2\ dqt_rc]ive &nd loyalty in friendsing truth. Daily Bible reading
invitation 1S 1o begin. An ex‘lesq together side by sidalso connects us to the commu-

we are called to return to each
Contdéd on Page 22
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