
 

are talking about Church with 

the capital letter signifying 

many things, among them that 

the denomination is called 

to be essential. 

 What is meant by es-

sential?  Key words from 

page nine of the Episcopal 

address are òrelevantó, 

òpertinentó and 

òconsequentialó.  Local 

churches and the de-

nomination need to 

have influence upon the life 

struggles of people.  One of the 

ways to test essentiality is to 

ask, òIf my church was suddenly 

 From the day Bishop Tho-

mas L. Brown, Sr. delivered the 

Episcopal Address at the 2010 

General Conference, I 

have heard the words of 

the theme used.   In 

many cases, the words 

have been used simply 

as a nice phrase that we 

will be using over the 

next four years.  In 

other cases, the words have 

been expounded upon and in-

terpreted. 

 Well, what does this theme 

mean to Christian Educators?  I 

feel it is imperative that I say a 

word about this theme.  I ad-

dress it in part in another arti-

cle, but in this writing I want to 

be somewhat more extensive. 

 Let us look at the theme as 

it is written.  The article òanó is 

used to make it certain we are 

talking about one item and not 

many entities.  In this case, we 
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in the Lesson Development 

Guide as published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee.   

Send an email to sunday-

school@thecmechurchced.org 

to receive these notes elec-

tronically each week.  

CED provides notes from the 

Committee on Uniform Series 

that prepares associated Sun-

day School lesson outlines long 

in advance of their usage.  In-

cluded in this Guide 

are thoughts that are reflected 
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 When I was elected General 

Secretary in 2002, I felt that 

Christian Education was an 

integral part of the connectional 

churchõs ministry.  When I was 

re-elected in 2006, I felt the 

same way, although it was be-

coming clearer to me that we 

needed to do much work in or-

der for us to move to a deeper 

sense of what Christian Educa-

tion involved.   

 I left the 2010 General Con-

ference with a message that we 

want the office of General Sec-

retary, but we are not certain 

we want to go deeper in Chris-

tian Education.   As a matter of 

fact, I heard a message that 

says Christian Education does 

not need staffing and additional 

funding, and can even have its 

funding decreased. 

 As a recent graduate from 

a very intense Ph.D. program in 

Christian Education and com-

pleting a dissertation where I 

defined myself as a Practical 

Theologian, I find it necessary 

to exercise who I am.  Briefly, 

as a Practical Theologian, I lean 

heavily on the definition given 

by John Swinton and Harriet 

Mowat in their book Practical 

Theology and Qualitative Re-

search.  òPractical Theology is 

critical, theological reflection 

on the practices of the Church 

as they interact with the prac-

tices of the world with a view in 

ensuring faithful participation in 

the continuing mission of the 

triune God.ó (25)  

 As a Practical Theologian, I 

find it quite difficult to believe 

that a finance committee can 

make an intelligent decision 

about any particular part of a 

budget without first consulting 

the one requesting the budget.   

Furthermore, it seems that a 

budget that represents a no 

increase as a bottom line, but 

fails to take into consideration 

neither cost of living increases, 

inflation nor other economic 

factors, raises the question of 

justice, especially  when setting 

salaries to remain the same for 

four more years or a total of 

eight years.  It raises the ques-

tion does this mean all employ-

ees of the church will be forced 

to keep the same salary for 

four years?   If not, why are 

servants of the Connectional 

Church deemed less important?   

It is a matter of justice. 

 As a servant of the church, 

I understand being underfunded, 

for I have lived with it my entire 

ministry.  It just means many of 

our visions and hopes for the 

Church lie dormant because we 

have failed to build our budget 

on ministry needs.   Let me give 

some examples.  I am better 

prepared in the next four years 

to be a personal resource for 

Episcopal Districts, Regions and 

local churches.  I have had a 

vision of visiting all 30 plus 

regional Board of Christian 

Educations to discuss Christian 

Education in the 21st Century.  I 

donõt want honorariums or ex-

penses paid by these levels.    I 

have heard the cry that the 

Regions, Districts and local 

churches are not able to fund 

such travel.   
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not there, would people outside 

the church miss it?ó 

 The second part of that 

theme raises the question of 

ministry in the 21st century.  

The writer of the Episcopal ad-

dress gives four vital signs of 

an òEssential Church.ó 

 He names them as REACH 

which is Evangelism; TEACH 

which is Discipleship; TRAIN 

which is Leadership Develop-

ment and SEND which is Mission 

or Service.  As Christian Educa-

tors, we are involved in all of 

these areas.  All areas require 

the element of teaching/

learning. 

 We must spend a tremen-

dous amount of time under-

standing the meaning of the 

four areas outlined in the Epis-

copal Address.   For instance in 

the area of Evangelism, Bishop 

Brown speaks of the need for 

vital and faithful worship.  The 

message is given very clearly in 

the address, but without teach-

ing the words only become 

empty phrases.  We have to help 

congregations move to vital 

worship and that can only be 

done through Christian Educa-

tion. 

 Bishop Brown is right to 

challenge the Department of 

Christian Education in the area 

of curriculum.  It is a large task 

and one that we cannot take 

lightly.  From the connectional 

level, we have to provide the 

resources and from the local 

levels the material must be 

utilized. 

 In many ways, we are call-

ing forth a re-tooling of our 

local churches.  It is an effort 

that requires all Christian Edu-

cators to put hands to the 

plough so that teaching and 

learning can take place all over 

this denomination. 

 It is very important to note 

in all areas Christian Education 

is required in order for the 

theme to be actualized.  We 

must teach/learn EVANGELISM.  

We must teach/learn DISCI-

PLESHIP.  We must teach/learn 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT.  

We must teach/learn MISSION 

or SERVICE. 

 So Christian educators get 

ready as we embark upon the 

journey of òAn Essential Church: 

Poised for 21st Century Minis-

try.ó Á 
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 I have a vision of producing 

pamphlets, booklets and other 

small resources to furnish local 

churches.  I want to provide all 

of these resources at no cost to 

local churches. 

 I want to have the best 

website available to provide 

electronic resources to the 

local church.  I want to do re-

gional Children, Youth and 

Young Adult Conferences.  

 As I previously stated, I 

understand underfunding, how-

ever, there are some things I 

donõt understand.   What I donõt 

understand are the statements 

I hear proclaiming that the eco-

nomic times we live in make it 

necessary to have a no in-

crease in budget.  When in fact 

it is more likely our failure to be 

faithful in the continuing mis-

sion of òmaking disciplesó as 

commissioned by the triune God 

is the real cause for our need 

to be òconservativeó in our 

budget.   

 What message did you hear 

from the General Conference as 

it pertains to Christian Educa-

tion?  I would appreciate hear-

ing from you. Á 

What is the Message for CE from the GC? (Contõd) 



 As I listened to and later 

read in depth the 2010 Episcopal 

Address, I could not help but 

wonder where did the Depart-

ment of Christian Educationõs 

recent material on 21st Disci-

pleship fit into the address.  In 

the Episcopal Address begin-

ning with section on page 21 

entitled òTeachó (Discipleship) 

and continuing through page 

23, I began my analysis. 

 The complete section 

mirrors what the Department 

has been teaching and preach-

ing over the last eight years.  

We must have a strong teach-

ing and discipling ministry in 

our church.  It is what propelled 

us to produce the 21st Century 

Discipleship curriculum.  We 

have promoted lifelong learning.  

Church School has been a focus 

as we have promoted and pro-

posed new methods.  Our litera-

ture is limited in scope because 

our budget does not support 

creation of new literature.  

Although in the General Secre-

taryõs report, there is a study 

approved to investigate the 

possibility of the creation of a 

Black Methodist Sunday School 

curriculum, for we do believe 

we do need to strengthen the 

curriculum. 

  In the Episcopal Address, 

the section on creating a more 

effective nurturing fellowship is 

critical.  I argue that the 21st 

Century Discipleship curriculum 

is òintentionaló (although my 

definition is different), 

òsystematicó and òsustained.ó  

The 21st Century Discipleship 

curriculum is designed with 

Christian formation and disci-

pleship at the core.   

 In the Episcopal address, 

the goals are listed as a study 

of the books Luke and Acts over 

the next four years.  A second 

goal is for òthe Department of 

Christian Education, in consul-

tation with the College of Bish-

ops and other able persons 

across the connection to de-

velop a curriculum designed for 

every age category and other 

areas of ministry need.ó  When I 

first read and heard this goal, 

my immediate response was 

good, but then I saw that this is 

not only a goal but an objec-

tive/strategy.  It is telling how 

the curriculum is to be done.  

This could be problematic with-

out good coordination. 

 Nevertheless, I contend we 

have what we need and with 

some tweaking, we will be pre-

pared in every way to go for-

ward as an òEssential Church.ó  

In both the 21st Century Disci-

pleship curriculum and the Do-

ing A New Thing in Christian 

Education, we have an opportu-

nity to see a complete curricu-

lum for the C.M.E. Church that 

seeks to form and disciple 

Christians.   

 In light of budget cuts and 

reduction of personnel, it might 

behoove us to take a hard look 

at what we have available be-

fore we create new resources.  

In addition to the resources I 

have mentioned, I personally 

testify that the Disciple Bible 

study resources from Abingdon 

Press will go a long way in de-

veloping discipleship poised for 

21st Century Ministry.   

 I applaud the College of 

Bishops for seeing the need for 

the C.M.E. church to be ESSEN-

TIAL and POISED for 21st Cen-

tury Ministry.  Additionally, I am 

grateful for their understanding 

of the need for systematic 

study. Á 
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 A disciple is òone who ac-

cepts and follows a teacher,ó 

specifically Jesus Christ. How 

many of us display spiritual 

skepticism? We participate in 

worship and listen to sermons, 

sing hymns and maybe even 

serve in the congregation. But 

our hunger has persisted. Or 

we don't know if we were grow-

ing spiritually. We have lost 

sight of the signs of growing in 

Christ's presence. 

 We face a culture of apa-

thy, which is a consequence of 

losing our way. The first re-

sponse of souls in lethargy is 

always skepticism. We wonder: 

Can I really experience some-

thing more in my spiritual life? 

Does Jesus really have an an-

swer to that deep hunger I feel? 

 There is a way, a path that 

can open our spiritual journey 

of life to an eternal destination. 

There are signposts that we can 

pass along the way that will 

confirm our journey's destina-

tion. We call them, òThe Marks 

of Discipleship.ó They mark the 

pathway of spiritual growth. We 

meet them again and again as 

they lead us through the spiral-

ing lane of meeting our spiritual 

hunger and growing in God. The 

invitation is to begin. And then 

we are called to return to each 

practice and grow deeper in 

our understanding and practice 

of our faith. Our skepticism can 

be turned to joy, our apathy to 

spiritual energy, and our inabil-

ity to meet the spiritual hunger 

in others can be changed into 

spiritual daring and skill.  

 Discipleship is simply hab-

its of the soul that open us to 

the wonder and mystery of 

God's active presence in our 

lives. The marks keep us fo-

cused; they fix our attention on 

the things of God. When these 

marks are adopted and prac-

ticed by an individual, growth 

happens.  

Spiritual Friendship 

 Friendship is a spiritual 

trust from God. Close friend-

ships are relationships within 

which we can 

learn of Godõs 

kind of loyalty. 

Without loyalty in 

friendship there is no love. Dis-

ciples of Jesus discover in Him 

a loyalty that is nothing short of 

miraculous. In Jesus, God chose 

to set aside divinity in order to 

embrace our human condition. 

Jesus was loyal to Godõs love 

for us all the way to the cross. 

Love and loyalty in friendship 

exist together side by side. 

Daily Prayer 

 òYou are not an 

accident. God has 

created you with 

purpose. Every 

day, God gives to each 

human being the very same 

treasure no matter what his or 

her circumstances might be: 

twenty four hours to spend in 

living. God offers the opportu-

nity for you and me to partici-

pate in choosing how we shall 

spend this gift of life. Daily 

prayer opens us to Godõs guid-

ing and to discovering our inner 

purpose. Daily prayer is a won-

derful spiritual tool that be-

comes a way of life.ó 

Daily Bible Reading 

 Reading the Bible daily 

speaks to the eternal longings 

within each human heart. More 

than that, the words come to 

life within us as we 

receive the 

Word of God, 

and we come to 

life as the words and the voice 

of God echo within us. 

Reading the Bible on a daily or 

regular basis connects us to 

the greatest story of all timeñ 

Godõs seeking humankind in love 

and truth. Daily Bible reading 

also connects us to the commu-

Six Marks of Discipleship ñ Dr. Michael W. Foss 
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